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Cost of Living Increases 
can we afford 
the rich? 


YOVK IRSKD 
IS HVRTING 


What we can afford with our wages and benefits gets 
less by the minute: the cost of heating and food is 
soaring. Many people are also wondering how they're 
going to keep a roof above their heads. No wonder 
there is a wave of strikes building up! 


Meanwhile the rich get 
richer 


Apart from the money they make from OUR work, 
business owners pay less tax than the rest of us; as 
do people living on income from their shares. 


Between July and October 2022, average UK 
weekly earnings grew by 6.1%, but inflation was 
11.1%. Average pay ‘growth’ for the private sector 
was 6.6% (2.2% for the public sector). Real UK 
wages have declined by £76 a month over the year. 
Public sector keyworkers (health, teachers eto) are 
worse off by £180 a month, compared to 2022. The 


lV /inkworth 


private sector has to concede some ‘rises’ if only to 
get enough staff. With the public sector it's different, 
The government wants to turn the whole sector over 
to their capitalist cronies (privatise). As the NHS. 
collapses, more and more people are forced into 
private health schemes, paying for operations and 
private dentistry eto 


It's no surprise that even the most conservative 
trade unions such as the nurses’ RCN are planning 
strikes. The government plan to ban strikes in 
essential services. Unsurprisingly, Labour are refusing 
to repeal any of the anti-strike laws. 


Energy prices have almost doubled in a year. 6.7% 
of UK households are fuel poor. Recent months 

have seen 60,000 people forced onto pre-payment 
meters where they pay more. Some people are even 
disconnecting themselves, or being forced to ‘choose’ 
between heating and eating. Cold and hungry people 
get sicker and die quicker. London has one of the 
highest rates of food poverty in the country; the 
number of people fed by food banks has more than 
doubled in the past year. Homeless numbers have 
increased by 24% in this time. 


How to Win 


Alex Gordon, national president of the 
railworkers’ union the RMT rightly says that 

“linking up existing strike actions with demands 

for housing, fuel, food and decent work holds 

the key to rebuilding class consciousness today”. 
But union leaders will always try to get round the 
table to negotiate a compromise settlement. To 
compromise is to lose. We are ‘sold out’ when we 
allow other people (union and community leaders, 
politicians etc) to represent us. Ordinary people 
must take control of these struggles through mass 
meetings, strike committees, renters’ unions, street 
committees etc and impose our own demands. 


We are ‘sold 
out’ when 
we allow 
other people 
(union and 
community 
leaders, 
politicians 
etc) to 
represent us. 


FREE TALKS ON ANARCHISM!!! 


Members of the Rebel City collective are available to 
give talks to anyone interested in Anarchism. 


Maybe you teach A-level politics? 


We are familiar with the Edexcel and AQA curriculums used by most schools and are happy 
to come and talk about Anarchism or use Anarchist ideas to illustrate other parts of the 
curriculum. 


Maybe you teach 
younger children? 


We are happy to come into school 
and take an assembly on non- 
hierarchal ways of working and living. 


Maybe you work in FE 
or run a local group and would like 
someone to come and provide your 
students or your group with an 
introduction to Anarchism, or a talk 
on Anarchism and Religion. 


We are happy to work round the requirements of a curriculum or to conduct more free 
ranging interactive sessions. We work in pairs and have already undertaken sessions 
with sixth formers in London schools and given talks to groups across a diverse range 
of settings. Students and attendees have found the sessions engaging and informative 
and there has been a real buzz, with participants eager to interact, ask questions and 
contribute. 


If you, your school, or your group are interested in hosting 
a talk, please get in touch. We can cover anywhere in 
the Greater London area. 


Contact details: Jane 
Email: a_levelpoliticsanarchism@yahoo.co.uk 


King Charles’ 
multi-billion 
pound property 
empire 


As most of us struggle to pay housing, food and 
energy costs, the new King is doing pretty well. He 
has a good choice of where to live, owning seven 
palaces, 12 castles, and 10 homes. He is also 


well-fixed for making money and generally amusing 
himself. 


“Charles now also oversees $12.9 billion in 
commercial, residential and agricultural properties 
throughout the U.K., ranging from Ascot Racecourse 
and the Oval cricket ground to at least three golf 
courses, a private airfield and the Savoy Chapel 

in Westminster, the private church of the reigning 
monarch’ (https://tinyurl.com/hz5tps7r). 


Though in theory, many of the properties are owned 
by the “Crown Estate’, it is still Charles or other 
members of the Royal Family who have control and 
reap the benefits. 


‘The Crown has had this land ever since the Norman 
Conquest in 1066 when William the Conqueror 


invaded Britain and divided up the land among his 
aristo supporters. The current unequal landownership 
comes from this initial theft. 


Anarchist communists believe that land is the 
source of all wealth and should be a common 
treasury, a gift of nature available to us all. We are 
horrified that one family could own so much land 
whilst so many are struggling to survive. 


It is time to take back the land and rid ourselves of 
those who have put us in the position of beggars for 
the wealth that is rightfully ours. 


For more info and to get involved in land rights 
struggles see: 


www.peoplesiandpolicy.org 
https://www.righttoroam.org.uk/ 
www.whoownsengland.org 


Parliament or 
Revolution? 


Why do we need a revolution? Surely it would be 
better to wait for an election and vote in socialist 
MPs? 


Well, once elected MPs straight away ignore any 
mandate from those who elected them. They can 

do what they like for the next four or five years and 
cannot be immediately dismissed. MPs follow their 
party leaders and whips; they take no notice of those 
who elected them. About that four to five year period. 
Even though a government is hugely unpopular, like 
‘the Sunak government, it can still remain in power 
until the next election, 


‘And then of course, the media, most of the British 
press and TV will swing in behind the government 
they feel will most protect the interests of the ruling 
class. 


As to Parliament controlling the State, that’s a 
myth. The upper levels of the civil service set their 


‘own agenda, as do the heads of the armed forces, 
police chiefs, magistrates and judges. Then too, 

it's the business corporations who make the big 
decisions that affect our lives. They are free to make 
huge profits and award themselves massive bonuses. 
This is what drives inflation, not the demands of 
workers for better pay. 


There is no parliamentary road to a better, more 
just and equal society. What is offered is a slightly 
modified form of capitalism. If you think Labour will 
change this, think again. Rachel Reeves, the Shadow 
Chancellor, a former banker herself, has met up 
with 387 business bosses over the last 18 months, 
and she thinks that “the dynamics of capitalism 

and business creation and investment are good”. 
She has made it clear that she will not tax the rich. 
As for Shadow Health Secretary Wes Streeting 

he denounced striking nurses and ambulance 

staff describing their pay demands as “obviously 
unaffordable" and saying that he would combat 
“hostile” unions if Labour were elected. Their boss, 
Keir Starmer, has banned MPs from attending picket 
lines. 


“I know we will!create)a society 
where) there ‘are no richjor/poor, 
no people) without}work or beauty 
in their lives; where money itself; 
will disappear, where\we shall all 
be brothers and ters, where 


every one will have enough. 


Sylvia Pankhurst 


End) capitalism: 


a 


A.better worldlis possible. 


The ruling class would be happy to have such 

a party in power. The former Chancellor George 
Osborne recently gave his seal of approval, expressing 
views shared by many bosses: “I now feel that with 
Rishi Sunak and Jeremy Hunt and Keir Starmer 

and Rachel Reeves we have two sets of people who 
are sensible and have integrity and are more than 
capable of governing the country,” he said. “I'm still a 
Conservative so | would rather have Rishi and Jeremy, 
but it wouldn't be terrible for the country if it were 
Keir and Rachel.” 


We cannot hold out any hope in the Labour Party 
or any other party that thinks it will bring about social 
change through parliament. We have to rely on our 
own organisations that people control directly, such 
as strike committees and neighbourhood assemblies. 


Ina situation where there is a chance of a developing 
grassroots mass movement that could actually bring 
about real change, we will have to fight any attempt to 
divert the movement towards parliamentarianism. 
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Support the 

strikes! Their 

fight is your 
fight! 


All over the UK workers are striking, not just for 
themselves, but for everyone that uses their services. 
They are fighting to stop job cuts, to protect their 
pensions, and to stop their working conditions being 
eroded further. They are striking to protect services, 
like stopping the introduction of driverless trains, the 
closing down of ticket offices, reduction of platform 
and safety staff, and reduction in postal deliveries. 
They are striking for pay rises after wages have been 
frozen for years. Now inflation is making this much 
worse. We are now living in a cost of living crisis. 
Many are being forced to use food banks and find 
second hand school uniforms for their children. 


For example, on Network Rail, there has been no 
pay rise for two years, 2,500 jobs are threatened, and 
safety conditions are being attacked by management. 


Job cuts lead to an unsafe environment both in the 
stations and on the trains, with no staff available to 
help anyone who needs it. 


itis this government, and previous Tory and Labour 
administrations, who have imposed cuts on the 
majority of the population for many years. They are 
responsible for the attacks on wages, pensions and 
benefits. 


Because of ongoing low pay for such a long time 
there are many vacancies in various industries 

and professions. in the NHS there are over 47,000 
Unfilled nursing jobs. Key workers in public transport, 
education, health, and the postal service, were 
praised by politicians and described as heroes 

for risking their health and lives. This talk has not 
been turned into actions and this government 

is determined to stop any improvement in pay, 
conditions, and provision of services. 


The government, the media, and the management 
and owners of industries where workers are striking 
make out that workers don't deserve pay rises. This 
is blatant hypocrisy! Not only are wages being kept 
low but jobs are being cut and pensions attacked 
whilst management in the NHS, in public transport, 


in education, in Royal Mail etc are paying themselves 
huge salaries. 


Meanwhile bankers’ bonuses rose twice as fast as 
wages since the economic slump of 2008, Bonuses 
in the finance and insurance sector are now on 
average about £20,000 a year. Whilst the government 
is refusing wage rises for millions of workers, City 
bankers are trousering large amounts of cash. 


We need to urgently look towards the creation of 
committees, directly controlled by the workers, ready 
to continue the strikes and prepared to counter the 
moves by union leaders and government to sabotage 
the struggles. We need to organise at the grassroots, 
uniting the different campaigns fighting single 
aspects of the economic crisis locally and looking 

to creating mass assemblies. These would organise 
resistance to evictions and create alternative social 
welfare and health systems, These local bodies 
should look to uniting workers, the unemployed, 
pensioners and school and college students. 


If these strikes are won, it could dramatically shift 


the situation in the UK. It would deal a massive blow 
to this government and show the power of the working 
class. From there we could go on to start creating a 
new society based on equality and social justice, and 
the end of capitalism and the State, 


We need 
to organise 
at the 
grassroots, 
uniting the 
different 
campaigns 
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get involved 
with , 
promoting 
anarchism 
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We do talks to school students about 
anarchism, produce a news sheet 
ye new to anarcnisMm witn 


about people fighting 
) publish booklets - a 
get more people involved 
in anarchism 


Get in touch with us at 
londonrebelcity@gmail.com 


Rebel City aims to cover all issues of importance 
‘to working class Londoners. We argue for a radical 
transformation of our city. Rebel City is collectively 
produced by a range of groups and individuals. 12 
pages of quality anarchist reporting and analysis. 

Get it at Housmans and Freedom Bookshops, your 
local social centres, or from a friendly anarchist in 
the street or contact us and we'll mail you a copy! Get 
involved. Contribute articles and information. Take 
bundles and distribute them among your neighbours 
and workmates. 


Contact: londonrebelcity@gmail.com 


DIRECTORY 


Get involved! 


Here is a selection of campaigns and groups that are 
helping to make London the Rebel City. 


London-wide 

Advisory Service for Squatters 
www.squatterorg.uk 

Anarchist Communist Group- London 
https://londonacg. blagspot.co.uk 

Angry Workers 
www.angryworkersworld.wordpress.com 
Anti-Raids Network 
https://www.facebook.com/antiraids/ 
Black Lives Matter 
https://www.facebook.com/BLMLondon/ 
Campaign against Empty Homes 
https://www.campaignagainstemptyhomes.org/ 


Cleaners and Allied Independent Workers Union: 
www.caiwu.org.uk 


Disabled People against Cuts 
http://dpac.uk.net/ 

Fominist Fightback 

http://www feministfightback.org.uk/ 
Industrial Workers of the World 


httpsi//www.iww.org.uk/londongmb 
London Renters Union 


https://londonrentersunion.org/ 


People’s Land Policy: campaign for land justice 


www.peoplesiandpolicy.org 
Radical Housing Network 
www.radicalhousingnetwork.org 
Reclaim the Pow 


https://reclaimthepower.org.uk/ 
Sisters Uncut 
http://www.sistersuncut.org/ 
United Voices of the World 


https://www.uvwunion.org.uk/ 


Local Groups and 
campaigns 


Friends of Queen's Market- Upton 


Kc 
http://www.friendsofqueensmarket.org.uk/ 
Haringey Solidarity Group: local group that 
campaigns on a variety of issues, such as the cost of 
living, as well as producing a regular paper 
http://www.haringey.org.uk/content/ 

Haringey Housing Action Group: 
http://haringeyhousingaction.org.uk/ 

Housing Action Greenwich and Lewisham 
http://www.housingactiongl.com/ 

Housing Action Southwark and Lambeth 
https://housingactionsouthwarkandlambeth, 
wordpress.com/ 

Incredible Edible Lambeth 


https://www.incredibleediblelambeth.org 


Bookshops and Social 
Centres 

56a Infoshop: www.56a.org.uk 
Freedom: www.freedom|ress.org.uk 
Housmans: www.housmans.com 

LARC: www.larc.space 


May Day Rooms: www.maydlayrooms.org 


Check the different organisations and campaigns for 
more events and actions. 


FREQUENTLY 
ASKED 
QUESTIONS 


If you have a question you want answered, 
email us at rebelcitylondon@gmail.com 


In this section of Rebel City we answer questions 
we often get asked. Two questions on money and 
resources show how Anarchist societies would put an 
end to cost of living crises and ensure resources are 
equally shared, not monopolised by the rich. 


Why do 
anarchists 
reject money? 


Because money allows people to hoard resources, 
as individual wealth. In a cost-of-living crisis the gap 
between rich and poor grows even wider. This is 
because the poor are forced pay more and more for 
food, energy, housing, and services while the wealthy 
shareholders who own these resources are coining it. 
The injustice of this causes resentment and divisions 
in society. It also leads to worry and stress which are 
bad for our health and wellbeing as well as being 
unfair and unjust. 


Our current capitalist society encourages people to 
seek more and more money to buy the things we are 
persuaded we want or ‘must have’ rather than the 
things we all need. In the process of making money, 
profit is put before benefit. We have enough resources , 
in this world to satisfy everyone's needs, but a small; 
percentage of people have the money to indulge every 
want and whim, while more than half the world’s 
population live in poverty. 


Anarchists believe ‘from each according to ability, 
to each according to need’;, This basically means 
we all contribute what we can, and we all benefit by 
getting the resources we each need. 


How would 
resources be 
distributed 
fairly in an 
Anarchist 
Society? 


The basis for resource distribution in a future 
anarchist society is “fairness”. We don't mean 
everyone has the same amount of food, heating, 

eto. It's that everyone has what they need to stay fit 
and healthy and have an enjoyable life. This will vary 
depending on whether they are a child, adult, elderly, 
have a disability, are sick/healthy, pregnant etc. 


For example, who decides what food someone 
needs, and how much? Each of us, as part of the 
‘community, will have an equal say in what is produced 
and how, and in deciding how resources (peoples’ 
labour etc.) are used to produce the food that each 

of us needs. When some resources are soarce, it's 
crucial all of us are involved in the decision-making 
process. When everyone in a community has had a 
say in how to ration the resources each of us needs 
fairly, and how we should prioritise needs over wants, 
resentment over why some people have more is, 
avoided and people are more willing to pull together. 


